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fourth could write moderately, one-fourth* fairly,
and one-half "wrote in quite a disgraceful man-
ner." As to arithmetic, 10 per cent, answered
the two questions, 15 per cent, one of them, and
75 per cent* neither of them. Such people^must
necessarily leave their governing and their guid-
ance in all affairs of importance to others.

One would go far and search long to find a
town in Massachusetts without its free public
library, and a good one at that. Similar oppor-
tunities for reading are almost unknown in the
English towns of the type I am describing, andt
there is little demand for them. Newspapers
and magazines are in every house in the Amer-
ican town, but only in a comparatively few fami-
lies in the English town is there any continued
reading of even such ephemeral literature as that.

There has been no opportunity to take any
part in political affairs either local or national.
The local tap-room is the laborer's only forum,
and the fields he cultivates, or the beasts he tends,
limit his experience; and as a result the lowest
class of laborers in English country neighbor-
hoods, English though they be, are in a condition
of intellectual apathy that positively startl^ the
American when he comes in contact with ^nem.
In the town in question, with a population
slightly over six thousand, there are some nine